Source 1
Source Information: "Personal Comments and Observations of Roger D. Lapham On “The
China Problem;”, July 13, 1949; China (Taiwan) Asia File; Economic Cooperation Files;
Papers of John D Sumner.

Note: Roger D. Lapham was a Chief administrator for the Economic Cooperation
Administration, which was created by Congress to provide aid to Europe after World War
II. Although not officially included in the program, China received economic aid from the
United States through this agency.

1. In June 1937, I visited China for the first time, spending three weeks ln
Shanghai and Peiping. Conditions were generally good. The Chinese dellar
was well stabtilized and the exchange rate, Chinese $3 to US$l. Shanghal was
then an international settlement, trade was flourishing, and everything was
high, wide, and handsome save for one cloud on the horizen. Everyone expected
Japan to move in. The hope was constantly expressed, "Give us a few years
more to get ready”. Chiang Kai-chek was at the height of his popularizy, .and
was working hard to unify his country.

2, On July 7, 1937 came the incident of the Marco Polo Bridge at Pelping; followed
by ancther in Shanghai. The Japanese invaded North China and moved toward the
Yangtze. In a separate operaticn, Shanghal wes oecupled; Nanking was scon taken;
and the Natlomalist Covernment moved west to Hangkow, and later to Szechuan. Mean-
while Japan rushed preparatlions for a greater war; and the United States did little
or nothing to check her. We refused to embargo ghipments of scrap iron and other

strateglc materials desatined Japan.

3. In SEpteth.r -]".939 war broke out iln Europe. Charles Lindbergh and others,
including many prominent business men, preached ilsclationism, believing that
this country did not have to become involved in a world conflict; and that
whatewver Hitler and Mussolinl did in Eurcpe, or Japan in Asia, was no threat
to our mational securlty. Presldent Roosevelt kmew we could not remain aloof;
and much credit is due him for what he did in preparing us for the inevitable

claah.



L. Came Pearl Harbor and the show-down. Our war efforts were concentrated on
the European front and the Far East theatre necessgarily tock second place --
and, except at sea, a very poor second place -- during the first years of the
second worid conflict. China, under the Generalissimo, reaisted the Japanese
s best it could, with such limited help as we could give her. Germany fell
in April 1945. From then on, &ll our resources Wers directed toward winning
the Pacific War. Japan collapsed a few months later; and we made 1t easy for
the Chinese to re-occupy their homeland 1ﬁclud1ng Manchuria and Formoss. Mil-

1ons of dollars' worth of United States materials were poured into China and
distributed through UNERA, both in Chinese-Nationalist held territories and
the areas held by the Chinese Commumlsts.

5. Then came 1946 with General Marshall's unsuccessful efforts to establish &

coalltion government in China.

5., Then came 1946 with General Marshall's unsuccessful efforts to establish a
coalition government in China.

6. T visited Chipa again om & trip sround the world in June 1947, spending two
days in Shanghai. I recall an afternoon wlth three American business men, all
of whom had been ip Chipa many years, and their peasimism with respect to China's
future. At that time, US$l could purchase Chinese $50,000 (a year previous, the
excharge was Chinese $2,000 to US§l). They dwelt at great length on the many
obstacles put in the way of legltimste trade by the government of Chiang Kai-chek.
They thought that the only chance the Naticnalist Govermment had to survive was

temporarily to abandon Nerth China and Manchuria, concentrate on Central and

- E. .(conclu.d.ed}. S;uth China, irstitute immediate reforms, and build up a sound
econcmy. When T asked what would happen if the Ceneralissimo died that night,
thelr answer was, "That would make no difference. This government cannot last
another sixz months unless aggressive ard affirmative steps are taken to clean
house, start reforms, and establish a sound currency. Once having established
{tgelf in Central and South China, steps could be taken to regalp North China

and Manchuria."



Using Source 1

Sourcing Questions What does the title of this source reveal about its purpose?
What clues in this source might lend credibility to the
perspective of the author?

Contextualization What historical events are mentioned in this source?

Questions At the time of the creation of this source, what was the

situation in China?

This source mentions General Marshall’s visit to China. Who is
General Marshall and why did he visit China?

Who is the Generalissimo?

Corroboration Tasks

Close Reading
Questions

What does the author say about the economic situation in
China in 1949?

What is the purpose of including the question: “When I asked,
‘What would happen in the Generalissimo died that night?”




Source 2
Source Information: Speech by Mao Tse-tung: Our Task in 1945, Recorded in the
Publication: News from Liberated China, Chinese Communist Publications file,
Papers of John Patton Davies.
Note: News from Liberated China was a English-language newscast sent daily from
China via morse code.
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Using Source 2

Sourcing Questions Who is Mao Tse-tung? What perspective in China does he
represent?
What does the title of the speech reveal about its purpose?
What words might describe the tone of the speech?
Contextualization By the end of 1944, what was the status of WWII in Europe? In
Questions Asia?

What had World War II been like for China?
Who are the Kuomintang? How are they different than the
Communists?

Corroboration Tasks

What does this source reveal about the conflict in China that
is not mentioned in Roger Lapham’s account?

Would Mao agree that China has “resisted the Japanese as
best it could?”

Close Reading
Questions

What does Mao say about cooperation between the
Kuomintang and the Communists?

What does Mao say is the task of China in 1945?

What words does Mao use to describe the Kuomintang in this
source?




Source 3
Source Information: Memorandum from Secretary of State George Marshall to President
Harry S. Truman: Attached Cable from General Wedemeyer, July 29, 1947. President's
Secretary's Files - Subject File.

Note: Harry Truman dispatched General George Marshall to China in December 1945.
Marshall was recalled from China in January 1947. Truman sent General A.C. Wedemeyer
to China in the summer of 1947 to gather information to guide his decision-making on
actions the US might take in China.

By MLt for S
HAR DEPARTMENT i
QFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

JADE 34
July 29, 1947
Dear lir, Secretary: i
-
The Mission arrived in one week ago, Current conditions in

the area are strikingly simi o the confused situation you depicted
in your report upon departure from Chine last January, although ungues-
tionably there has been serious deterioration. since, both economieally
and militarily., OConfidence in the Government has been severely shaken
due to 1ts inability to cope with the Commmist situstion snd to economic
problems., Uniformly, we are impressed by all contacis, that drastie
reforms and changes in key positions of the Covernment must be made, or
the Generalissimo's position as President will becoms untsnable, result-
ing unquestionably in his downfall.

: My Mission unfortunately is considered by the Chinese at largs as
a panaces of all Chinese ills, We are expected to solve practically
overnight, all the major critical and long existing problems of this
complex area, This attitude was placed in bold relief by the categori-
cal statemsnt of T, V., Soong to the effect thet if our Mission failed
to provide timely and realistic aesistance, the fall of the Chinese
Government would be inevitable, Thers would be retrogression, warlord
dominetion of regions or proviness and, concomitantly, Commniem would
spread rapidly and unabated throughout Asia,

Having noted the apathy msmeng samyr chinsss with whos we have soms
in contact, there are on the other hand, reports which would indicate
excallent spirlt, alsost a funsticel fervor, within Chinese Communist
rarka, This of course can be party sttributed to their recent mili-
tary successes and the booty and prizes attained thereby. However,
thelr leaders and perhaps mamy in the ranks nmtnhllimht.hdr
GalEe,

I Teal that the Nationalist Chipese are spirituslly insclvent,
They do not understand why they should die or make any sacrifices,
Thr.'l.'r have lost conlidence in thelr leaders, pelitisal and sdlitary,
and they loreses complete eollapse, Those in positions of rasponaibdl-
ity are therefore corruptly striving to obtaln as moch as they can
bafere the collopse, Hetlonsllst scldiers reflscting this geperal
attlitude, almply do not want to fight and thelr response is increasingly
spathetic and ineffective.



Using Source 3

Sourcing Questions Why was this source created? How does General
Wedemeyer describe his mission in China?
What is the overall tone of this report?

Contextualization What is going on in China in 1947?
Questions What world events might explain why Truman was
interested in China at this time?

Corroboration Tasks Does Wedemeyer's description of the Nationalists
(Kuomintang) and Communists fit with, or conflict with,
what Mao described in 19447

Does Wedemeyer's description of the Nationalists
(Kuomintang) and Communists fit with, or conflict with,
what Roger Lapham described in 19497

Close Reading Questions | How does Wedemeyer describe the Nationalists?
Communists?

Which group does Wedemeyer indicate is doing better at
this time? How do you know?

What does Wedemeyer predict will happen in China?




